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Gideon Benaim joins Michael Simkins LLP

Lynton House

7-12 Tavistock Square

London WC1H 9LT

Tel: +44 (0)20 7874 5600

Fax: +44 (0)20 7874 5601

Web: www.simkins.com

DX 7 London Chancery Lane

It is with great pleasure that we welcome former Schillings partner Gideon Benaim to Michael Simkins 

LLP. 

Gideon is a media litigator specialising in reputation protection. He has extensive expertise in the 

areas of defamation, privacy, harassment, and copyright.  Gideon is joining the firm as a partner and 

is to head up Simkins' reputation protection practice. 

Gideon has represented many high profile private and corporate clients including JK Rowling, Naomi 

Campbell, Roman Polanski, Las Vegas Sands Corp, Lance Armstrong and The Law Society.  Gideon 

received the prestigious award for "Partner of the Year" at the 2008 Lawyer Awards and sits on the 

Law Society's Reference Groups for Libel Reform and Privacy.  He was on the Civil Justice Council's 

Working Party on the draft Defamation Bill, has provided evidence to the Joint Committee on Privacy 

and Injunctions, and has overseen the provision of evidence to the Leveson Inquiry and a number of 

Parliamentary Committees.  He has also spoken at the Cambridge Union on the issue of reputation 

protection and the press.

Gideon reflected today: "It's very exciting to be joining Simkins and working at a firm that has such an 

excellent reputation in both contentious and non-contentious areas of practice. As the law and 

practice of reputation protection develop post-Leveson, it is Simkins' goal to be at the forefront of that 

development, providing carefully considered and practical advice to our individual and corporate 

clients and their PR advisers.  I am truly delighted for us to be leading the way." 

Paddy Gardiner, Head of Simkins’ Dispute Resolution Group, said: "We are absolutely delighted to 

welcome Gideon to Simkins.  He has a wealth of experience and a great reputation, and we see his 

practice as the perfect extension of our existing copyright and media litigation practice.”

Simkins’ Managing Partner, Euan Lawson, commented: “Simkins has always had a strong 

commitment to quality and client service, and we have strong client base in the media business.  

Gideon has the same values as us, and will help broaden further our client base.  His reputation 

protection practice adds a further dimension to what we can offer clients, building on the excellent 

work Paddy has been doing in creating a first class media litigation practice.”

London, 3 September 2012.

For further information, please contact Euan Lawson on 020 7874 5631 or 

euan.lawson@simkins.com or Gideon Benaim on 020 7874 5641 or gideon.benaim@simkins.com.
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Notes to editors:

1 Michael Simkins LLP is one of the United Kingdom’s leading media and entertainment law 

firms.  It was founded in 2005 and comprises a number of former partners of The Simkins 

Partnership and media specialists from City law firms including Theodore Goddard, 

Addleshaw Goddard and Mayer Brown LLP.  

2 The firm's primary focus is to provide City-quality legal services to businesses and other 

organisations in the media, entertainment, sports and leisure industries but it is active in 

diverse other sectors too.  Most of our lawyers are City-trained but have many years of 

practical experience in their chosen sectors.  The firm is a Legal 500 Tier 1 firm in Media and 

Entertainment and a high number of individual Simkins lawyers are profiled in both the Legal 

500 and Chambers.  

3 The firm's clients include Universal Music Group, Fuji Pacific Music, PRS for Music, PPL, EMI 

Records, Wembley National Stadium, Marshall Arts, JK Rowling, Tina Turner, Bruce 

Springsteen, David Bowie, Elvis Costello, Stage Entertainment, the Really Useful Group, The 

Old Vic, Syco TV, Ruby Films, Passion Pictures, Ed Victor Limited, The Walt Disney 

Company, Talkback Thames, Curzon Artificial Eye, the London Organising Committee for the 

Olympic Games, the International Olympic Committee, Pottermore, Square Enix and Euro 

RCG.  

4 Paddy Gardiner, ex-head of the Media team at Eversheds, joined us in January last year as 

Head of our Dispute Resolution Group, followed by Associate, Tom Iverson, also from 

Eversheds.




